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In his work on Genesis, and in the Vulgate, St. Jerome gives as the Latin
translation salvator mundi ‘"saviour of the world".[8] This Christian
interpretation (reinforcing the ancient concept of Joseph as a type of Christ) is
influenced by the Greek form of the name, WovBougaviy Psonthomphanékh
and Wopbop@aviy Psomthomphanékh in the Septuagint and the Hexaplaric
version, respectively. This, at least, is the suggestion made by Wilhelm
Gesenius in his Hebrew-Chaldee Lexicon.[9] Early Egyptologists have
interpreted the name as equivalent to Coptic ncotMdeNep psotmpheneh or

ncawTM deNe psotm pheneh meaning "the salvation of the age".[10]

After the decipherment of hieroglyphics, Egyptologists have interpreted the
final element of the name (-‘néah, -anékh) as containing the Egyptian word ‘nh
"life"; notably, Georg Steindorff in 1889 offered a full reconstruction of dd p3
ntr iw.f ‘nh "the god speaks [and] he lives" (Middle Egyptian pronunciation: sa
pir nata yuVf[n 1] anah).[11] Egyptologist Patrick Clarke, however, has pointed
out this interpretation's shortcomings; namely, this name-type is unattested
prior to the 11th century BCE while Joseph lived much earlier, and this name
type "always mentioned a specific deity, never ‘the god™.[12]
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